[The prognostic value of lymphangiosis carcinomatosa and malignancy grading in T1/T2-N0 cancers of the breast using 10 or fewer examined axillary lymph nodes].
In 270 cases of T1 and T2 carcinomas of the breast with ten or less axillary lymph nodes having been examined, the prognostic relevance of the histopathological statement of nodal negativity was assessed in a retrospective study. In this collective study, the mean number of lymph nodes examined was 4.1 +/- 1.9 for the 153 N0 carcinomas and 4.4 +/- 2.2 for the 117 cases with axillary lymph node metastases, respectively. The patients with N0 carcinomas were grouped according to the number of lymph nodes examined, thus resulting three subgroups, those with 1-2, 3-6, and 7-9 lymph nodes having been sampled and subjected to histopathologic evaluation. There was an approximately equal distribution in these three groups with respect to tumor size and tumor types; a correlation between the patients' age and the number of lymph nodes examined could not be found. A comparison of the three groups revealed conspicuous differences among the N0 carcinomas regarding both the disease-free survival time (DFS) and the overall survival time (OS), whereas a higher representativity of the determination of the nodal state, correlating with the number of lymph nodes examined, could not be confirmed. The disease-free survival time, the rate of disease recurrence as well as the median survival time and the 5-year survival rate, however, could be shown to be significantly dependent on tumor-related conditions, especially the grade of malignancy in connection with the presence or absence of peritumoral lymphatic or blood vessel invasion.(ABSTRACT TRUNCATED AT 250 WORDS)